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1. The impact of contextual factors on pronoun use in Latin American Spanish has been 
overestimated in earlier studies. 
 
2. There is no such as thing as “leísmo de cortesía” (polite use of le) 
 
3. People say different things in different situations. This is what message-selection is all 
about. Denying or neglecting these facts can seriously hamper an investigation.  
 
4. Linguistic variation has many dimensions. The first step in an investigation must be to 
define the dimension which one intends to investigate and organize the investigation in 
such a way that the other dimensions do not interfere. 
 
5. Demonstrating the validity and reliability of one’s research should become as self-evident 
in the Humanities as it is within the Social Sciences.  
 
6. Creating experimental stimuli is a constant trade-off between being in control of the factor 
levels and the internal coherence of the stimulus. In practice this means that  ‘minimal 
pairs’ do not exist. 
 
7. Rule one for designing an experiment: Never trust a single context. Rule two for designing 
an experiment: Do not even trust multiple contexts. 
 
8. Making explicit to students the difference between categorical and variable contexts will 
make second language acquisition more efficient. 
 
9. Good research should be published, even if it does not yield positive results. 
 
10. It is a good thing to start an IT career in an Operations Department. It is a good thing to 
start a Linguistics career in a Phonetics Department. Both environments will teach the 
novice to respect the facts of life in his/her discipline.  
 
11. Douglas Adams’ claim that “something like 85 per cent of all known worlds in the galaxy 
[…] have invented a drink called jynnan tonnyx” (Adams, 2005:335) is an application to 
comparative linguistics of what is known in probability theory as the ‘birthday paradox’. 
 
Adams, D. (2005) The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. London: Picador. 
 
12. People who have not read and understood The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy should 
refrain from making witty remarks on the number 42.  
 
13. Those who make a fuss about bull-fighting while enjoying a succulent steak for dinner, 
are either boneheads or hypocrites. 
 
14. On the subatomic level, the force of attraction between quarks and gluons increases with 
the physical distance between them. On an academic level, the same relation holds 
between a notorious procrastinator and her thesis. 
